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Winston Churchill called Italy, the “soft 
underbelly,” of Europe, but the 5th Army as 
commanded by General Mark Clark found 
the campaign for Italy anything but “soft.” 
It was literally and figuratively an uphill 
struggle pitched against one of the most 
competent commanders in the German war 
machine, Field Marshal Albert Kesselring.

Sometimes referred to as “the Forgotten 
Campaign,” the Allied effort in Italy that 
we cover on the Italian Campaign Tour 
was actually of enormous significance. 
As historians have noted, the campaign 
became a proving ground for Allied 
capabilities on sea, land, and in the air. 
Amphibious landings with Higgins crafts 
on the beaches of Italy provided crucial 
training for the Normandy invasion. 
Proceeding to fight and push the 
Germans north, the Allied forces in 
Italy created another front for Hitler, 
dividing his defense of the Reich. 
After the 15th Air Force established 
its bases in Italy, the Allies destroyed 
6,282 enemy aircraft in the air and 
on the ground.
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It's not too late to sign 
up for a 2015 tour!

Call for more info!

The Civil War: Mississippi River Campaign 
tour is led by our Director, Mark Bielski, who 
personally designed this tour and did his 
doctoral research on the Civil War at the 
University of Birmingham, England. This 
Civil War Tour visits the sites and battlefields 
fought along the Mississippi River, including 
Memphis, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Port Hudson and 
New Orleans, in a trip designed to reconstruct 
the struggle for the river and the key transport 
routes of the Confederacy.

The Mississippi River was the major interstate 
highway of the nineteenth century America. 
It was also the strategic focal point of the 
Civil War. Whoever held the great river 
would control the continent. Without it, 
neither side could supply itself, so both the 
Confederates and the Federals made it a 
key aspect of overall strategy. The railroads 
through Tennessee were the other link the 
eastern Confederacy had to its western bread 
basket, so both sides fought bitterly for 
control of Tennessee, the northern gateway 
to the Confederacy.

Mark’s ability to relate history in an engaging 
way coupled with his warmth and sense 
of humor, make him a favorite among our 
guests who have traveled with him.

Civil War: 
Mississippi River 

Campaign

 Mississippi River Campaign
October 31 - November 8, 2015

$2,495 per person 
(based on Double Occupancy)
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First Name in Historic Travel

When Hank Greenberg re-enlisted in the U.S. 
Army shortly after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, a young fan wrote to him, “Don’t let 
Hitler kill baseball!” He didn’t. No professional sport 
in America contributed more to victory than baseball. 
Nearly 4,500 major leaguers and minor leaguers 
served Uncle Sam during World War II. Back in the 
1940s, there was an adage common in America: “We 
are all in this together,” and for baseball that was true. 
Players never would have thought about avoiding 
the draft. They willingly served, sacrificed, and some 
gave their lives for victory. Nearly 90 percent of 
those who played in the 1941 season served, in some 
capacity, in the war effort.

We may know the movements of great armies, 
study the great battles, and know the great leaders, 
but the common GI was the key to winning the war. 
Some of those GIs were, or were about to become, 
household names on the diamond. Seaman Yogi 
Berra saw combat at Utah Beach. Warren Spahn 
and Cecil Travis fought at the Battle of the Bulge. 
Morrie Martin landed on Omaha Beach and 
fought all the way through the Battle of the Bulge 
as well. Moe Berg, a catcher who spoke seven 
languages “and couldn’t hit in any of them,” was 
an effective spy for the Office of Strategic Services 
(the OSS).  Pitcher Bert Shepard flew his P-38 from 
southern England into the heart of Europe only 

to be shot down and survive the amputation of 
his leg during his POW experience at the hands 
of the Germans—and yet he still returned to pitch 
for the Washington Senators in 1945. Band of 
Brothers’ “Buck” Compton of Easy Company of 
the 101st Airborne was a star catcher at UCLA and 
seemed destined for the majors. Indeed, they were 
common men who provided extraordinary valor. 
“Lefty” Brewer and Arthur “Dutch” Schultz of the 
“All American” 82nd Airborne helped hold back 
the German counterattack at the La Fiere Bridge 
outside of Ste. Mere Eglise, France on D-Day. It cost 
Dutch his spot on the Phillies and cost “Lefty” his 
life.

While preparing to play in a post-war July 4th 
double-header in 1948, Brooklyn Dodgers third-
basemen Billy Cox dove not for ground balls but 
for cover. Someone in the stands set off some 
fireworks, and as a reflex to his combat experiences 
in WWII, Cox sought safety. On the radio at the 
time was a young broadcaster and Navy veteran 
named Vin Scully who saw Cox hide under the 
bench in the dugout. When Scully asked Cox 
privately about the incident, Cox’s response was 
this: “For me, Vinny, the war will never be over.”

Join us for this unique journey to an era where 
American boys not only brought liberation 
and democracy but also a bat, a ball, and their 
homegrown optimism.

Don’t Let Hitler 
Kill Baseball!

July 2016 $5,290 per person based on double occupancy

Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours drafted by noted baseball 
authors & historians for the once-in-a-lifetime tour

Feature Tour
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Dear Guests,

Traveling through “This Hallowed 
Ground” in May 2015 was an 
entertaining, enlightening, 
and inspiring experience. 
Every discussion and historical 
presentation was enriched by 
your thoughtful and perceptive 
questions and comments, which 
helped us all to think about the 
Civil War from fresh perspectives. 
The sites, from Manassas to 
Appomattox, were magnificent, 
and the weather was cooperative; 
even the brief deluge in Gettysburg 
was nicely timed to illustrate the 
conditions on July 4, 1863.

Highlights of the week included exploring 
the Sunken Road and Burnside’s bridge at 
Antietam, getting a private audience with the 
chief historian at Fredericksburg, walking the 
field of Pickett’s Charge, and hearing stories 

HALLOWED GROUND | MAY 2015
Tour Recap

at Appomattox told by a museum guide 
whose family had lived near the surrender 
site since the 18th century. Along with our 
historic battlefield visits, we learned a lot 
from one another, especially from those of 
you who shared and compared your military 
experiences with those of the men in blue and 
gray. While we were immersed in the 19th 
century most of the time, we also discovered 
that honey and vinegar produce remarkably 
different effects when approaching the same 
law enforcement personnel, and we learned 
a little-known fact about pedestrian safety. 
Thanks to everyone for making this a week 
of historical discovery, companionship, good 
conversation, plenty of laughs, and ultimately 
a deeper appreciation for the awesome 
sacrifices made by soldiers and civilians on 
both sides from 1861 to 1865. I hope to see all 
of you on another trip soon.

Gerry Prokopowicz
Tour Historian
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BAND OF BROTHERS | MAY 2015
Tour Recap

DEAR GUESTS, 
Well, I’m sitting down at my desk here in Boston 

and trying to sum up the recent Band of Brothers tour 
as best I can. It was a trip of some notable precedents; 
debut of the new road book by yours truly, highest 
ranking guest (lieutenant general), youngest guest (18 
months), first Aussie up Currahee, most folks who 
hiked to the Eagle’s Nest rather than take the bus and 
most guests who jumped into the lake at Zell. I am 
sure there were others but this should give you an 
idea. 

Toccoa was, as always, wonderful. The folks at the 
museum continue to make even greater strides in 
promoting the history of the 506th and the other 
men who trained there. Just before our arrival, the 
folks in Toccoa were given access to the original trail 
that led from the obstacle course to the trail the men 
ran up Currahee Mountain. Seventy-plus years of 
undergrowth had been cleared away just days before 
we arrived. One of our guests, Michael Warrener, took 
advantage of this to do the airborne shuffle up the 
mountain. Michael made it to the top just in time (I 
am not sure if I should read anything into this but 
he reached the top shortly after I had played the 
pipes). I think Michael is now the first Aussie to go up 
Currahee without motorized assistance. 

Aldbourne was a joy as well. The folks at Littlecote 
House continue to add some wonderful artifacts to their 
museum (Thanks Sam for showing us around) and the 
Sowerby family continues to care for their Nissan hut. The 
next day it was off to Portsmouth and Southwick House, 
which continues to impress as always. This time we also 
had a chance to check out the MP chapel, which was a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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real treat, before heading off to the ferry terminal. 
Highlights in Normandy included Calvados from 
Brecourt Manor on a beautiful sunny Norman Day 
and somehow finding the time to squeeze in visits to 
Point du Hoc and Omaha Beach before hitting the 
road to the 51st state. 

I am sure many of you already know this, but 
getting to Holland was a bit like coming home. A 
special thanks to Tony for finding me a jersey from 
Vitesse Arnhem, which features the British Airborne 
Pegasus logo and the words “No Bridge to Far” on the 
back. How cool is that for sports swag? I mean, not 
even the Red Sox have anything like that. The folks 
on the trip also enjoyed having their own private 
WWII jeep courtesy of our bus driver Henny (actually 
courtesy of Henny’s mother-in-law). Everyone had a 
chance for a quick ride around in the jeep 
before heading out to the airborne museum 
where an added plus was having a chance 
encounter with a Canadian veteran of the 
Fort Gary Horse. 

Margraten cemetery was our last stop 
in the Netherlands. Upon arrival we were 
visited by old friend Frank Gubbels, who 
spoke very eloquently about the grave 
adoption program and Ronald Ooms, the 
biographer of E Company veteran Clancy 
Lyall. Ron had a few copies of his book 
left, which he autographed for our guests. 
Next it was down to Bastogne where, 
fortunately, the “Nuts” Cave Museum was 
still open. The future of this historic place 
is still very much in doubt. The folks at 
the museum said that they still have not heard if the 
Belgian ministry of defense will close the base where 
MacAuliffe’s headquarters is located or if they will 
allow the museum to remain open. 

After a good night’s sleep we pressed on into 
Germany. Following an always sobering stop at 
Dachau Concentration Camp, we treated the crew to 
a surprise couple of hours in Munich. Most-including 
yours truly-spent our time at the Hofbrau Haus 
enjoying some very nice Dunkel beer and sausages. 
Some of the more culturally inclined took in the city 
sites before heading down to Berchtesgaden. 

The weather in Berchtesgaden was perfect and the 
sites interesting as always. We had a new guide who 
was very good. For those of you who have traveled 
with me before, you might be interested to hear that 
the site of the Berchtesgaden Hof has been taken 
up with a brand new building— much uglier and 
more modern than the original. I can’t say that it 
is an improvement to what was there, but at least 
there is no longer a big hole in the ground where a 

perfectly good and historic hotel used to be. The trip 
to the Eagle’s Nest was picture perfect and to add to 
the firsts on this trip, some stalwart (and healthy) 
members of the Manolas clan 
actually made the trek to 
the top of the Eagle’s nest so 
kudos to them. Some of us 
took advantage of an open 
afternoon to shoot down to 
Salzburg. Now I had been 
to Salzburg before, but I’d 
never had as much time 
there. I have to say that it 
is gobsmacked beautiful. I 
really need to spend more 
time there. 

We finished up, as we always do, at Kaprun and 
Zell. A bit of rain in the morning but not too bad. 
The big bummer was that the Grand Hotel was closed 
for remodeling so no beer on the veranda like the 
guys did. I’m a bit concerned that the original patio 
will be gone by the time they finish the renovations 
but I guess I won’t know until I’m back in July. We 
had a record number of hardy souls who did jump 
into the lake so that was another first for the group. 

All in all, another great trip with wonderful people. 
My thanks to all of our guests and to my “fixer” 
Tony and bus driver Henny. Thanks as well too all 
the office staff in New Orleans who worked out all of 
the details of a fantastic trip. I’m going to try to get 
myself into the shop for a bit of working with my 
hands before heading off back to France in June for 
the D-Day anniversary events. I hope everyone out 
there is having a great spring. 

“Hang Tough”
Chris Anderson

MAY 2015 BAND OF BROTHERS TOUR RECAP BY TOUR HISTORIAN CHRIS ANDERSON   |   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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Greeting Operation Overlord friends,

Thank you for being part of a fascinating tour 
of the Normandy battlefields. You were a great 
group, and we were fortunate that the weather 
cooperated. I could not have done it without the 
assistance of Keith Buchanan and our Dutch bus 
driver Jacco Gerda.

After an excellent 
presentation by Dr. Ruth 
Polling of World War II spots 
around London, we were 
able to better understand the 
British view of the war by 
visiting the Churchill War 
Room and the Imperial War 
Museum. Then it was on to 
Bletchley Park, the Allied 
intelligence nerve center, 
and Southwick House where 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
made the momentous 
decisions to delay and then 
launch the D-Day assault. 

We had calm seas for our 
journey across the English 
Channel to Cherbourg, and 
that’s where the real fun 
began. We certainly had a full 
first day, especially since we 
only reached France at 2 PM, 
yet we made it to the Utah 
Beach Museum, where we 
learned about the 4th Infantry 
Division’s beach assault; Brecourt Manor, where 
Dick Winters lead the attack on a German gun 
battery; and St. Mere Eglise, where elements of the 
82nd Airborne Division started their fight. 

Omaha Beach is one of my favorite battlefields. 
The four draws and the German fortifications make 
it easy to understand the bloody fighting there, 
and, of course, the visit to the American Cemetery 
brings home the cost of the Normandy Campaign. 
Since we made good time, we were able to add a 
visit to the church at Angoville-au-Plain, where 
two 101st Airborne medics treated casualties from 
both sides.

We had other special treats, which I was not 
expecting: the memorial to two B-17, which were 
shot down near Bricquebec; and the castle at 
Bricquebec. There’s always something new to find 
in the Normandy region. I don’t have to ask any of 
you if you enjoyed our hotel, I thought there was 
going to be a mutiny when I pulled you all off the 
front deck where you were enjoying yourselves, to 

bring you in to dinner.
We also made the most of 

our time. When the airborne 
drop prevented us from 
visiting the La Fiere Causeway 
on June 7, we drove to the 
German cemetery. Although 
it had a different atmosphere 
than the other sites, it revealed 
the enemy’s cost of the battle. 
We still were able to reach La 
Fiere the next day and visit 
the Pegasus Bridge before we 
departed for Paris. 

Keith did a great job of 
speaking on the way into 
Carentan and at Pegasus 
Bridge. He also worked 
diligently at making sure 
everyone received their 
room keys and other 
tasks which freed me to 
focus on history.

All in all, it was an 
amazing experience. 
I want to thank you 
for choosing Stephen 

Ambrose Historical Tours for your vacation. 
Dr. Ambrose would be happy to know his life’s 
work continues and that Americans still have 
a fascination with the sacrifices and entire 
generation made to bring peace to the world. 

I hope to see you on future Ambrose tours. 

Sincerely,
Kevin M. Hymel
Tour Historian

OPERATION OVERLORD | JUNE 2015
Tour Recap
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Iwo Jima: War in the Pacific
2016 TOUR SOLD OUT | Accepting 2017 Registrations

Band of Brothers Tour: Walk in the 
Footsteps of the Men of Easy Company

May 6 - 20, 2016
June, 2016 - Call for more information.

July 8 - 22, 2016
September 2 - 16, 2016

September 12 - 26, 2016
15-day tours: $6,390   |   13-day tours: $5,090

D-Day to the Rhine Tour: 
The Allied Invasion of Europe

June 1 - 13, 2016
July 29 - August 10, 2016

September 23 - October 5, 2016
 $4,790 per person

Optional 4-day tour extension to 
Berchtesgaden, Germany- $1,190 per person

Lewis and Clark Tour: Undaunted Courage
June 2016  |   $3,490 per person

Optional 3-day pre-tour camping
and canoing trip on the Missouri River- $1,300

Operation Overlord: 
Planning & Launch of the D-Day Invasion

June 1 - 9, 2016
July 29 - August 6, 2016

September 23 - October 1, 2016
$3,090 per person

Civil War Tour: Mississippi River— 
Key to the Confederacy

October 29 - November 6, 2016   |    $2,590 per person

The Italian Campaign: Retracing the 
Steps of the Allied Army up the Boot

 October 2016   |   $3, 790 per person
 Optional 4-day tour extension

 to Florence, Italy- $970 per person

This Hallowed Ground—
The Civil War in Gettysburg and Virgina

May 22 - 29, 2016
June 2016 - Call for more information.

September 25 - Oct 2, 2016
October 2016  - Call for more information.

$2,590 per person

Baseball Goes to War
July 2016   |   $5,290 per person

Historic New Orleans Weekend
January or March 2016

Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours offers a variety of tours, many of which were crafted by our 
founder, the late Stephen E. Ambrose. Tour pricing is based on double occupancy; so if traveling 

alone, there is a single-occupancy supplement. Please call us, or visit our website, 
www.stephenambrosetours.com for more information. We look forward to your next tour!

P.O. Box 19354,   New Orleans, LA 70179

Toll Free: 1-888-903-3329  |  Fax: 504-486-8060

www.StephenAmbroseTours.com   |   info@stephenambrosetours.com

2016 
TOUR SCHEDULE

• Prices good through December 31, 2015.
• Tour must meet a minimum number of guests to run.

Ghost Army Tour: Secret War
September 8 - 21 2016

$4,790 per person

In the Footsteps of Patton Tour
June 2016

$3,990 per person

WWII in Poland and Germany
 August 26 - September 9, 2016

 $4,990 per person

Every-Other-Year Tours:
These tours will run in 2016 and not again until 2018.

One tim
e 

only!

New Tour!


