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Matterhorn Travel 
now part of SAHT
Stephen Ambrose now offering This Hallowed Ground: 

Civil War in Virginia and at Gettysburg
By Mark Bielski

In December of last year, Matterhorn Travel, 
a long-time historical travel business joined the 
family of Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours.  
Matterhorn’s owner, Ken Block, had decided to 
retire after 48 years, and wanted to continue 
providing his guests with the best possible access 
to history and travel with the 
most qualified historians. Superb 
customer service and logistical 
support were also necessary.  

Beginning this year, SAHT 
is offering the Matterhorn’s 
This Hallowed Ground, which 
covers the Civil War in the east 
and includes the key battles 
from Manassas to Antietam, 
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, 
all the way to the surrender 
at Appomattox.  We have also 
woven the WWII options, such 
as a partial D-Day tour just for 
Normandy, or to the Battle of the Bulge. This, of 
course, is in addition to our traditional diverse 
selection of historical tours such as the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition, War in the Pacific, Band of 
Brothers, WWII in Poland and Germany, The 
Ghost Army and The Italian Campaign. 

The plan for 2016 is to expand our 
historical tour options with an even 

broader selection.  Some areas of exploration 
that we are considering are WWI, the American 
Revolution, Viet Nam and the battle of the Little 
Big Horn. These are some of the historical topics 
in which our guests have expressed a serious 
interest.  Montanan Hal Stearns frequently 
has fielded questions about Custer’s Last Stand 

from the occasional person 
in his Lewis & Clark groups. 
Similarly these centennial years 
of the First World War prompt 
inquiries about the great battles 
in the Ardennes while leading 
tours through Belgium. 

We are off to a great start this 
year and are eager to proceed in 
new directions because, in addi-
tion to our team of tour leaders 
that you have come to know, you 
will enjoy a new group of histori-
ans who are experts in their field 
and can relate history with the 

passion and knowledge you have come to expect.
Please feel free to contact me with any 

questions, comments or suggestions you have.
Dr. Mark Bielski is the Director of Stephen Ambrose 

Historical Tours. He also leads the Civil War tour: 
Mississippi River— Key to the Confederacy. He can be 
reached at mark@stephenambrosetours.com 
or 888-903-3329.

The plan for 2016 
is to expand our 
historical tour 

options with an even 
broader selection. 
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Everyone at Stephen Ambrose 
Historical Tours was deeply 
saddened to hear that Easy 
Company veteran and longtime 
friend of the company Paul C. 
Rogers made his “!nal jump” on 
March 16, 2015. Born on July 12, 
1918, Rogers, from Adrian, Mo., 
enlisted in the Army on August 
13, 1942. A"er volunteering for 
the paratroopers Rogers was sent 
to Toccoa, Georgia, to train with 
the newly formed 506th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. Assigned to 
Easy Company, Rogers would 
serve in the 3rd Platoon of Easy 
Company for the entire war. He 
took part in all of the regiment’s 
combat operations from Normandy 
through Berchtesgaden, by 
which time Rogers was 3rd 
Platoon’s !rst sergeant. 

Our association with Rogers 
began almost 10 years ago 
when he joined us on one of 
the earliest Band of Brothers 
tours with his close friend 
Earl McClung. A frequent 
guest on subsequent trips, we 
could always count on Rogers 
to share his memories with 
insight, accuracy and good 

In memoriam
PAUL ROGERS:

WWII Veteran and 
Great American Hero 

passes away

humor. Some of the stories that 
remain with tour historians and 
guests include !nding the tree in 
Ste-Mere-Église where he landed 
on the morning of D-Day and 
the spot from which he and his 
friend Earl fought for eight days 
as “guests” of the 82nd Airborne; 
meeting Dutch civilians Paul had 
helped liberate in Eindhoven and 
!nding 3rd Platoon’s foxholes in 
the woods outside Foy. 

A humble man, despite all of the 
attention that the veterans of Easy 
Company received over the years, 
Paul was always quick to remind 
tour participants that there were 
many stories and many heroes 

and that Easy Company 
should be remembered as 
just one company of many. 
All of us at Stephen Ambrose 
Historical Tours will miss 
Paul greatly and will strive, 
as always, to pay tribute to 
our friend and his comrades 
by preserving his stories and 
sharing them with our guests. 
Our sympathies go out to 
his family and his long-time 
companion Shirley Caldwell. 

By Chris Anderson
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WAR IN THE PACIFIC
Recap

D#$% &'() I*+ J,-$: 
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You braved our recent trek across the wide Paci!c, 
and Judy and I and the entire Ambrose team extend our 
warmest thanks for your devotion to our unique history 
and heritage, and your participation in our War in the 
Paci!c venture.

Despite a couple of annoying travel setbacks due to 
the a"er e5ects of a typhoon that struck Saipan just days 
before our arrival, we more than overcame those bumps 
in the road with our determination to visit all of  our 
sites, and your patience made that possible.

In the end it was a trip to relish and re6ecting 
upon seventy year old bullet holes in the hangars and 
the seaplane dock at Pearl Harbor’s Ford Island, and 
shrapnel damage still evident at Hickam Field, made our 
transportation di7culties pale in comparison.

Saipan’s invasion beaches and suicide cli5s, and the 
lost-continent-appearance of Tinian, was history at its 
best; and our 58 mph race down Able runway was a 
thrill few will ever experience.  And what can we say 
more about Iwo Jima?  We were almost a tour of small 
patrols, pushing past designated boundaries to see all 
that we could see: the Betty Bomber and hard-to-see 
defensive positions and caves, and trudging on foot up 
Suribachi (except for Jon and Cynthia) who obviously 
had more charm than the rest of us, and got a ride). 

8e memorial ceremony was enjoyed by many, and I 
especially enjoyed the picnic lunch I shared with eight 
other souls in the shadow of the Fitatsu Rock on the Red 
Beaches; and gathering sand.  8e 30-story hike back up 
to the crown of the island was not on our top twenty list!

8anks for traveling with us; please join us again 
on one of our other venues.  I can promise you a 
memorable time.  Semper Fi!

   Ron Drez
Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours
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Comments 
from 

Guests...

“Ultimately PEOPLE made the trip. Our group was 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable, friendly and positive….
Being able to converse and rub shoulders with the old 
gentlemen vets was one of the highlight. Our brief 
time on Iwo was historic, mythic, eerie, prayerful and 
extremely moving. Suribachi looming ominously 
over the killing !elds and cold surf washing up on the 
iconic black sand beaches, it was an amazing, inspiring 
and challenging experience”  — David G.

“We enjoyed all of the tour, but in particular Iwo 
Jima, the island itself, and Tinian. It was such an honor 
to get to see it and especially to visit with the veterans 
about what it means to them. Saw a lot and learned 
even more.  Great people to travel with. It was really  a 
privilege to be able to go on the tour.  Ron and Judy are 
wonderful guides.  8ank you for every thing.” 

 — Cynthia F. 

“8e trip, as designed, was great as far as locations 
and topics were concerned. All SAHT personnel were 
great, including Ron, Judy, Yakir and Terri.” 

 — Steve & Cindy S.

“Iwo Jima was 
deeply moving and 
exceptional. 8e 
historian’s observations 
and comments truly 
enhanced the struggles 
and memories of the is 
battle, which can never 
be over emphasized.”

— Fred P.

Send us your comment about any tour! 
Email terri@stephenambrosetours.com, or mail SAHT, P.O. Box 19354, New Orleans, LA 70179.
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PICTURES FROM THE ROAD

IWO JIMA:
WAR IN THE PACIFIC

Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours  |  March  2015

We will know the exact March 
dates for the 2016 tour soon, 

however our 30 seats have 
been filled. If you would like 
to be on the waiting list, or 
register for the 2017 War in 
the Pacific tour please call 

888-903-3329, or email 
terri@stephenambrosetours.

com.
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All those questions will be answered on the “In 
the Footsteps of Patton” tour this summer. I have 
studied the military campaigns of General Patton 
for fifteen years and have written two books on 
this remarkable battlefield general. I can share all 
I have learned, and tell never-before-heard stories, 
with the members of my tour.

From Normandy, to the famous battles of 
Mortain and the Battle of Bulge, to the little 
known battlefields of Mayenne and Trier, we will 
walk the fields, explore the bunkers, and step 
into the foxholes where infantrymen and tankers 
blasted the Germans out of France, Luxembourg, 
Belgium and Germany. We will also visit the 
various headquarters important 
to the Patton story, including 
Patton’s first headquarters in 
Nehou, France, and General 
Omar Bradley’s and Patton’s 
headquarters in Luxembourg. 

Making this year’s tour 
special, we will have World 
War II veteran Mort Sheffloe 
along for the tour. Mort fought 
with the 8th Infantry Division 
from La Hay-du Puits to Brest, 
France, where he was taken out 
of action by a German sniper’s 
bullet. We will visit some of his 
battlefields. You can read Mort’s 
story in my article “Caught in 
the Crosshairs,” in the latest issue 
of WWII History magazine, on 
newsstands now.

On the tour, we will spend two days exploring 
the Normandy battlefields, where the western 
Allies made their initial assault on Hitler’s Europe. 
We will visit Omaha Beach, Pointe du Hoc and 
Utah beach, where the amphibious assaults broke 
the crust of Fortress Europa. We will also travel 
to the significant airborne battlefields, such as 
Brecourt Manor, Ste. Mere Eglise, Ste, Marie du 
Mont, the La Fiere Causeway and more. And we 
will, of course, visit the Normandy American 
Cemetery.  

From Normandy we will trace Patton’s breakout 
at Avranches, where tanks from the 4th and 6th 
Armored Divisions broke into the interior of France 

and Patton’s Third Army took 
off in three directions, liberating 
towns and pounding the German 
Army. We will visit beautiful 
Mont Saint Michel, the cathedral 
which becomes an island at 
high tide. Patton spent his 
honeymoon here in1909.

After exploring the battlefields 
of Mortain, Mayenne, and the 
Falaise Pocket, we will visit Omar 
Bradley’s headquarters in Verdun, 
where Patton vowed to relieve 
Bastogne. We will also enter one 
of the forts of the Maginot Line, 
where a train will take us to one 
of the major gun emplacements 
that still works. We will spend 
two days reliving the Battle of 
the Bulge, following the German 

Featured Tour


��������������
How did General George S. Patton Jr., manage his powerful drive across France? 

What happened when he met General Douglas MacArthur in World War I?  
Where did Patton orchestrate his relief of the Battle of the Bulge?  
How did his armored forces break through to besieged Bastogne?  
And what really happened in the car accident that took his life?
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path to Bastogne, where 
American tank task forces 
fought delaying actions. 
On the second day, we will 
follow Patton’s attack north 
to relieve Bastogne. 

We will end the tour 
focusing exclusively on 
Patton, visiting his grave 
in Hamm, Luxembourg, 
and the location of his 
car accident that would 
eventually take his life. 

But the tour is more than 
battlefields and defenses. I 
will share stories about the 
General you cannot find 
anywhere else, including 
Patton’s cover-up of the 
death of his beloved aide, 
Captain Richard Jenson; 
Patton’s battlefield heroics; 
his affair with his niece; and, 
of course, his death. 

Join me on what 
promises to be an exciting 
and enlightening tour 
of battlefield genius and 
American victory. Call 
the Stephen Ambrose 
Historical Tours office at 
888-903-3329 or email info@
stephenambrosetours.com.

³�.HYLQ�+\PHO

7RXU�LQFOXGHV�
•  Lectures by historian, Kevin Hymel
��7RXULQJ�E\�SULYDWH�ÀUVW�FODVV�DLU�FRQGLWLRQHG�

motorcoach
�����QLJKWV�LQ�ÀUVW�FODVV�KRWHOV����	���VWDU�KRWHOV�
��+RWHO�WD[HV��SRUWHUDJH�	�VHUYLFH�FKDUJHV
�����EUHDNIDVWV����OXQFK�	����GLQQHUV
��$OO�HQWUDQFH�IHHV�WR�PXVHXPV�	�DWWUDFWLRQV

$3,990 per person (based on double occupancy).
$595 single supplement
$300 deposit

WWII HISTORY JUNE 2015

Caught in the
�����	�
��
Sergeant Mort Sheffloe
took a sniper’s bullet in
the chest outside the
French fortress city of
Brest during the Brittany
Campaign.

BY KEVIN M. HYMEL

American infantrymen of the 8th Infantry Division scramble for cover in the streets of Lu Haye Du Puis. The soldier on the right wields a Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR).

0DNLQJ�WKLV�
\HDU·V�WRXU�VSHFLDO��ZH�
ZLOO�KDYH�:RUOG�:DU�,,�
YHWHUDQ�0RUW�6KHIÁRH��
DERYH��DORQJ�IRU�WKH�

WRXU��0RUW�IRXJKW�
ZLWK�WKH��WK�,QIDQWU\�

'LYLVLRQ�IURP�/D�
+D\�GX�3XLWV�WR�

%UHVW��)UDQFH��ZKHUH�
KH�ZDV�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�
DFWLRQ�E\�D�*HUPDQ�

VQLSHU·V�EXOOHW��5HDG�
0RUW·V�VWRU\�LQ�P\�

DUWLFOH�´&DXJKW�LQ�WKH�
&URVVKDLUV�µ�LQ�WKH�
ODWHVW�LVVXH�RI�::,,�
+LVWRU\�PDJD]LQH��

RQ�QHZVVWDQGV�QRZ�

In the Footsteps of Patton KLVWRULDQ��.HYLQ�+\PHO�
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Walk in the footsteps of the top-secret unit whose 
inflatable tanks, sound effects, and illusions fooled 
Hitler’s army on the battlefields of Europe. See how they 
used audacious fakery to change the course of World War 
II and save untold Allied lives.

Since 2005, I have been uncovering the tales of the 
23rd Headquarters Special Troops, “The Ghost Army” 
of deceivers who carried out 21 dangerous battlefield 
deceptions from Normandy to the Rhine. I produced the 
2013 PBS documentary and have written two books 
about their story.  On this trip I’ll share everything I 
know about one of the most astonishing little-known 
tales of World War II. 

We’ll travel from Walton Hall, the English manor 
where the unit trained with inflatable tanks (you’ll get 
a chance  to do it yourself!), and range across Europe all 
the way to Germany.  The trip includes Britain’s 
Bletchley Park code-breaking center, Eisenhower 
and Rommel’s D-Day Headquarters, Normandy 
beaches, the surrender museum in Rheims, Battle 
of the Bulge sites in in and around Bastogne, and 
visits to places where The Ghost Army stayed and 
operated. On a pilgrimage to Hamm Cemetery in 
Luxembourg we will visit General Patton’s grave, 
and then traverse the rows to honor a Ghost 
Army soldier killed in a deception operation 
carried out to help Patton’s Third Army.

Many soldiers specially recruited for the 
deception mission were artists who painted and 

sketched their way through the war. In Normandy, 
Verdun, Luxembourg, Trier and elsewhere we will visit 
the very scenes they painted and literally see the war 
through their eyes,

Everyone on last year’s tour found it amazing, 
illuminating, and sometimes emotional. One traveler 
wrote, “Your trip was one of the most enjoyable trips we 
have ever been on.” Won’t you join me on this incredible 
journey? Call the Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours office 
at 888-903-3329 or email info@stephenambrosetours.com.

³�5LFN�%H\HU

$4,795 per person (based on double occupancy)

$895 single supplement
$300 deposit
• )XOO�WLPH�KLVWRULDQ
• )LUVW�FODVV�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV
• Rooms with private bath 

or shower, hotel taxes, 
SRUWHUDJH�DQG�VHUYLFH�
charges 

• 7RXULQJ�E\�SULYDWH�ÀUVW�FODVV�
DLU�FRQGLWLRQHG�PRWRUFRDFK

• %UHDNIDVW�GDLO\�����'LQQHUV

i
���������	�	�������	��	��������������������+�E�$$6�$,#'

Ghost ArmY
The
[ 6 e ] 6 [ 6 e ] i6 = ] 6 [ 

• Channel crossing 
WR�1RUPDQG\ 
via ferry

• All entrance fees 
WR�PXVHXPV�DQG�
attractions

• $LUIDUH�QRW�LQFOXGHG�

Featured Tour
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200th Anniversary of the
Battle of New Orleans

 January 6 - 11, 2015
 $1,795 per person

Iwo Jima: War in the Pacific
 March 12 - 23, 2015
 $7,900  per person

Band of Brothers Tour: Walk in the 
Footsteps of the Men of Easy Company

 May 1 - 15, 2015 - SOLD OUT
 July 17 - 31, 2015 - SOLD OUT

 September 4 - 18, 2015 - SOLD OUT
 15-day tours: $6,395
 13-day tours: $5,095

D-Day to the Rhine Tour: 
The Allied Invasion of Europe

 June 1 - 13, 2015
 August 7 - 19, 2015

 September 25 - October 7, 2015
 $4,795 per person

 Optional 4-day tour extension to 
Berchtesgaden, Germany- $1,190 per person

Lewis and Clark Tour: Undaunted Courage
 June 17 - 28, 2015
 $3,495 per person

 Optional 4-day pre-tour camping and
 canoing trip on the Missouri River- $1,300

In the Footsteps of Patton Tour
 June 9 - 20, 2015

 $3,990 per person 

Operation Overlord: Planning and 
Launch of the D-Day Invasion

 June 1 - 9, 2015
 August 7 - 15, 2015

 September 25 - October 3, 2015
 $3,095 per person

Ghost Army Tour: Secret War
 July 9 - 22, 2015

 $4,795 per person

The Italian Campaign: Retracing the Steps of 
the Allied Army up the Boot

 October 16 - 25, 2015
 $3, 795 per person

 Optional 4-day tour extension
 to Florence, Italy- $975 per person

Civil War Tour: Mississippi River— 
Key to the Confederacy

 October 31 - November 8, 2015
 $2, 495 per person

 
This Hallowed Ground— 

The Civil War in Virginia and at Gettysburg
May  24 - 31, 2015

September 27 - October 4, 2015
$2,595 per person

Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours offers a variety of tours, many of which were crafted
 by our founder, the late Stephen E. Ambrose. Tour pricing is based on double occupancy; 

so if traveling alone, there is a single-occupancy supplement. Please call us, or visit our website, 
www.stephenambrosetours.com, or Facebook for more information. We look forward to your next tour!

P.O. Box 19354,   New Orleans, LA 70179
Toll Free: 1-888-903-3329  |  Fax: 504-486-8060

www.StephenAmbroseTours.com   |   info@stephenambrosetours.com

2015 Tour Schedule


