
888-903-3329   |   www.stephenambrosetours.com   |   info@stephenambrosetours.com

October 6 - 14, 2018

In the Western Theatre of the American Civil War, over 200 miles of  
the Western & Atlantic RR pierced the South like a dagger, plunging 
into the Confederate heartland of Tennessee and Georgia.  After the 
fall of Nashville in February 1862, the Union converted Tennessee’s 
capital city into a huge supply depot.  Then, using Nashville as a base, 
Federal armies probed deeper into the South, following the rails over 
the  magnificent and challenging landscape from Nashville, through 
Chattanooga, to Atlanta.  The mountains and rivers over which the 
rails ran soon became crucial battlegrounds for control of the deep 
South.  This touring adventure will study the military campaigns and 
strategy of both sides, while delving into the minds of the leaders who 
were willing to sacrifice their lives and property for their countries.

Day 1 – Saturday 
Guests arrange to arrive in Atlanta and 
meet at our hotel for a welcome reception 
and dinner.  Our historian will provide an 
overview of the tour.

Day 2 – Sunday 
After breakfast we will visit the Atlanta History 
Center.  We discuss 
the Andrews 
Raid of 1862 and 
see the restored 
locomotive, Texas, 
which pursued 
the Raiders.  This 
raid was made 
famous in the 1926 
Buster Keaton film, 
The General, and 
later in the 1956 
Fess Parker film, 

Civil War
War on the Rivers, Rails and Mountains 

Atlanta • Chattanooga • Nashville

Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours presents

Above: The great locomotive chase
Top right: Joseph Eggleston Johnston
Bottom right: William Tecumseh Sherman
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Day 5 – Wednesday 
We start our study of the Chattanooga 
campaign in front of the HQ site of General 
Thomas where U.S. Grant arrived to assume 
command in late October 1863.  Afterwards 
we ascend Lookout Mountain, one of the 
most scenic spots in the region. The “Battle 
Above the Clouds” was fought here, and the 
mountain crest affords us spectacular views of 
the city of Chattanooga, the Tennessee River, 

the Wauhatchie Valley, and Brown’s Ferry. 
This afternoon we go to the rarely-viewed 
site of the fight at Brown’s Ferry, then to the 
Wauhatchie battle site, Fort Wood, South 
Chickamauga Creek, Orchard Knob,  and 
Missionary Ridge.

Day 6 – Thursday 
This morning we travel 90 miles to 
Murfreesboro, TN.  Here was fought the 
critical Battle of Stones River, the brutal New 
Year’s fight that was the first step down the 
Western & Atlantic RR to Chattanooga.  That 
afternoon we stop at Ferguson Hall, the 
Tennessee Children’s home in Spring Hill, 
where Confederate General Earl Van Dorn 
was murdered for “violating the sanctity” of 
the home of Dr. James Peters and his beautiful 
wife, Jessie.

The Great Locomotive Chase. We then go to 
the Kennesaw House (the Marietta Museum 
of History) before going to the Kennesaw 
Mountain National Military Park.  This 
afternoon we visit the Southern Museum of 
Civil War and Locomotive History where we 
learn more about the raid and see the restored 
locomotive, The General.

Day 3 – Monday 
We continue our study of the Atlanta 
campaign at Allatoona Pass and 
the bridge over the Etowah River 
that Confederate General Joseph E. 
Johnston burned.  We then travel 
to Kingston where the Andrews 
Raid plan unraveled, and where 
General William Tecumseh Sherman 
encamped and planned his “March 
to the Sea.”  After lunch in charming 
Adairsville, we visit key sites of the 
campaign in Resaca, Dalton and 
Ringgold, Georgia. We end the day 
at our hotel in Chattanooga.

Day 4 – Tuesday 
We begin our day at Chickamauga 
National Military Park.  The battle 
was a costly victory for the Confederates. 

Union Colonel 
John T. Wilder 
described it 
as, two armies 
mauling each 
other “like two 
wild beasts, and 
each fought as 
long as it could 
stand up in a 
knock-down 
and drag-out 
encounter.”  We 
study all the 
key aspects of 

the battle in 
which General 

George Thomas earned the sobriquet, “Rock of 
Chickamauga” for covering the Union retreat.

General John Bell Hood, CSA
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Day 7 – Friday 
When the Union wrested control of the 
Mississippi River in the west and Robert 
E. Lee’s army of Northern Virginia was 
constricted in Petersburg and Richmond, the 
last mobile Confederate army made a final 
offensive led by the aggressive John Bell Hood.  
His army caught up with the Federals under 
John Schofield at Franklin.  Schofield, while 

attempting to 
withdraw to 
Nashville, dug 
in and repulsed 
a furious 
Southern 
onslaught 
that resulted 
in devastating 
losses to 
Hood’s Army 
of Tennessee, 
including 
the deaths of 
six generals.  
Today we 
visit Carnton 

Plantation, the 
Lotz House and Carter House, where families 
huddled in the cellar while the battle raged 
around them.

Day 8 – Saturday 
We begin our day outside of Nashville at 

$3,250 per person based on double occupancy
$495 single supplement
$300 deposit required for this tour

Civil War
On the Rivers, Rails 

and Mountains

170720

General George Thomas, USA

The Battle of Franklin

Traveller’s Rest, General Hood’s HQ for the 
Battle of Nashville.  Hood had positioned his 
weakened army of 30,000 just south of the 
city, where he dared George Thomas’ 55,000 
strong Army of the Cumberland to attack.  
We will see the Peach Orchard and Shy’s Hill 
where the Confederate flank was turned; then 
to the initial Confederate line at the Battle of 
Nashville Memorial.  We stop at the Belmont 
Mansion for lunch.  Afterwards we visit the 
1897 full-size replica of the Parthenon, which 
helped give Nashville the appellation, “Athens 
of the South.”  We will end our day with a 
farewell dinner and musical entertainment on 
the river in downtown Nashville.

Tour Includes:
• Hotel accommodations for seven nights 
     • Two nights in Atlanta 
     • Three nights in Chattanooga 
     • Three nights in the Nashville area
• Breakfast and dinner each day 

Special Features:
• Full-time professional historian  
• Logistics escort 
• Visits to key Civil War battlefields 
 and historic sites
• Travel between cities via deluxe, air-

conditioned motor coach  
• Hotel Porterage 


