75TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY: CHURCHILL’S LONDON TO THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE D-DAY INVASION

CHURCHILL’S LONDON TO
THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
MAY 29 - JUNE 13, 2019
$7,750 PER PERSON BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

$1,600 SINGLE OCCUPANCY SUPPLEMENT IF ROOMING ALONE
$300 PER PERSON DEPOSIT TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT

On this tour, we study not only History’s most influential men but
also ordinary men that made the Allied victory possible. In London
we will see where Winston Churchill led Great Britain through its
“darkest hour” and then we will land in Normandy, France, to follow
in the footsteps of D-Day’s heroes. We will conclude our tour with
visits to the Siegfried Line and the Ardennes battlefields where the
Allies broke the back of the Nazi war machine.
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Day 1- May 29 - Overnight flight to London
Guests travel independently to London on an
overnight flight with arrival on May 30.

Day 2- May 30 - London
Arrive this morning in London and make your
way to the tour hotel in the neighborhood of
Kensington.
Following a mid-afternoon meet-and-greet
gathering we will proceed the Cabinet War
Rooms, Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s
top-secret underground command center. It
was from here, safe from the German bombs
pounding London, that Churchill directed
Britain's war effort. We cap off our informative
visit with a lecture by Phil Reed, former
director of the Churchill War Rooms and an
expert on Churchill.

Day 3- May 31 - London
We begin our day at the magnificent Blenheim
Palace, residence of the Duke of Marlborough
and birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill
in 1874. The palace opened in 1722 as a
gift from the British people to Churchill’s
illustrious ancestor, John Churchill, 1st Duke of
Marlborough, in honor of his great victory over
the French at the 1704 Battle of Blenheim.
After Blenheim, we travel to Bletchley Park,
the top-secret wartime codebreaking center
that the prime minister called the, “goose
that laid the golden egg and never cackled.”
It was here that mathematical geniuses

such as Alan Turing and others worked in
tireless anonymity to decipher Germany’s
secret codes and lay the groundwork for
modern computers. We will see the restored
war-time facilities as well as the famous
bomb machine, which enabled the efficient
breaking of German codes. We will discuss
Churchill’s realization of the importance of the
codebreakers and his crucial role in keeping
Bletchley operating despite opposition.

Day 4- June 1 - London
We will spend the morning exploring
Churchill’s London, seeing some of the sites
that were so important in his daily life. We
stop at JJ Fox, where the prime minister
obtained his favorite Cuban cigars and St.
Margaret’s chapel, where Churchill married
Clementine Hozier and other sites associated
with his life. After lunch at Claridge’s, one of
the prime minister’s favorite eateries, we will
travel to the Battle of Britain Museum.
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In addition to the restored aircraft and
displays, at the museum we will see the “Ops
Room,” the command center for British
defenses during the Battle of Britain. It was
from here that Churchill oversaw operations
during the final climactic air battles over
Britain in September 1940.

Day 5- June 2 - Portsmouth
We leave London for Kent and what one
historian called, “the most important country
house in Europe” The house, Chartwell, home
to Winston Churchill for 40 years. From
Chartwell the future prime minister warned
about Britain’s lack of preparedness to face
the threat of Nazi Germany. He also would
come here to escape the pressures of his office
and convene his “little cabinet.” Our private
tour will include access to sites normally
inaccessible to visitors. We then continue
south to Portsmouth, the home of the Royal
Navy.
Here we will spend time at the Historic Naval
Dockyards museum, and see Admiral Nelson’s
flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar as well as an
original copy of the Overlord plan at the Royal
Navy Museum.

Day 6- June 3 - Normandy
Following breakfast, we will board the crosschannel ferry and embark for Normandy as
the troops did in 1944. In the afternoon, we
will begin our visit at Ste-Mere-Eglise, one
of the villages where the American Airborne
descended on D-Day. Here we will view and
explore the iconic church memorialized by
John Steele and his landing on the steeple.
We also visit La Fiere Bridge where the 82nd
Airborne successfully delayed a German Panzer
counter-attack against the Allied landing
forces.

Day 7- June 4 - Normandy
We begin The Longest Day at Brécourt Manor
where Lt. Dick Winters with members of
Easy Company successfully silenced German
artillery firing on American troops landing
at Utah Beach. From there we will visit
Utah Beach itself, where the 4th Division
landed, and the Invasion Museum that
depicts their heroics. Next we will stop at
Ste-Marie-du-Mont where still stands the
unique Renaissance-style steeple used as an
observation post by the Germans. From there,
we will proceed to the town of Carentan
where we will follow the exact steps taken by
American Paratroopers during the Battle of
Normandy. Finally, the day will conclude with
a visit to Pointe-du-Hoc, where Lieutenant
Colonel James Rudder's Rangers scaled the
cliffs to neutralize German heavy guns
defending the expanse of beaches on D-Day.
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Day 8- June 5 - Normandy
We’ll spend the morning at Omaha Beach
where the Americans landed and faced the
strongest German resistance of the day and
incurred the greatest losses. We will walk the
beach and visit some of the German defense
fortifications. We explore these sands from the
tide's ebb to the distant dunes to understand
the emotions of the young soldiers of the 1st
and 29th Divisions as they approached the
gates of hell. We will pay our respects at the
American Cemetery with its 9387 American
soldiers' graves stretching along the top of the
bluff overlooking the beach.
In the afternoon we will view the battery at
Longues-sur-Mer, a fine example of the great
defenses that made up Hitler's Atlantic Wall.
We will proceed along the British Beaches from
there to Pegasus Bridge where the first shots
were fired on D-Day. Here the British Sixth
Airborne led by Major John Howard with a
miraculous glider landing carried out a surprise
attack that yielded great success in overtaking
this crucial bridge across the Caen Canal.

Day 9- June 6 - Normandy
Today we attend the official Commemorative
ceremonies at the American Cemetery at
Colville-sur-Mer.

Day 10- June 7 - Paris
We arrive in Paris this afternoon. The French
and American troops liberated the City of
Light from four years of brutal occupation in
August 1944. We will make a quick driving
tour of the city, pointing out some of the most
significant sites from the war before checking
into our hotel. The evening is free.

Day 11- June 8 - Aachen / Hurtgen Forest
After breakfast, guests depart on the Thalys
high-speed train to Brussels. We meet our coach
and driver and travel to Aachen, Charlemagne’s
first capital and the first German city in
Germany captured by the allies. There we
visit the site of the German command bunker
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ABOUT YOUR HISTORIAN

CHRIS ANDERSON

chris@stephenambrosetours.com
Travel blog: www.apreslaguerre.wordpress.com

My name is Christopher J. Anderson
and I am privileged to be leading
Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours’ 75th
Anniversary Normandy Tour. To date,
I have led more than 100 tours to the
battlefields of Normandy. This trip,
however, will be amongst the most special.
Not only will we have an opportunity to
experience the commemorative event in
Normandy, but we will have an unrivaled
opportunity to study the life and decisions
of one of the 20th Centuries great menWinston Churchill-and consider the role
he played in securing victory in Europe.
Following our time in Normandy we will
then move on into Germany for a study
of the often-overlooked American struggle
in the Hurtgen Forest and the Siegfried
Line before finishing up our visit to the
ETO with visits to the most important
sites of the Battle of the Bulge; the largest
American Battle of World War II.
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during the battle as well as the remnants of the
famous Siegfried Line outside of Aachen. In
the fall of 1944 these concrete emplacements
guarded Germany’s western border from
advancing British and Allied forces. Our visit
to these impressive concrete fortifications will
illustrate some of the obstacles our men faced
battling their way into Germany.

Day 12- June 9 - Hurtgen Forest
We journey into the forbidding woods of the
Hurtgenwald, scene of the longest, and costliest
battle fought by American forces during the
campaign in northwestern Europe. From
September-December 1944, the U.S. First Army
battled to penetrate the Siegfried Line. The
Germans destroyed several US divisions and
set the stage for what was to follow during the
Battle of the Bulge. Our visit to the “Hell of the
Hurtgen” will take in some of the most famous
sites of this bitter battle, including Schmidt
and Vossenack as well as the Kaall trail and
the hidden German bunker at Simonskall. We
conclude with a stop in Bergstein, the last great
fight of the battle where Point Du Hoc hero Len
Lomell experienced his “Longest Day” of the
war.
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Day 13- June 10 - The Bulge
We start our study of the Battle of the Bulge
at the Baugnez Crossroads and the site of the
infamous Malmedy Massacre. From Malmedy
we travel to the small Our River crossing of
Dasburg, where Operation Wacht am Rein,
the last great German offensive of the war
began. From Dasburg we follow the route
the Germans took as they battled the 28th
Infantry Division all the way back to Bastogne.
It was the defense of the 28th Division, which
had suffered terrible losses in the Hurtgen,
which bought the time Eisenhower needed to
rush the 101st Airborne up to Bastogne. We
will see the sites of some of the 28th’s most
epic stands; including Marnach, Clervaux,
Marvie and the Grotto of Notre Dame.
Arriving in Bastogne early in the afternoon,
we will see sites associated with the “Battled
Bastards” epic defense of the city, including
the famous “Nuts” cave of General McAuliffe
and the unparalleled collection of World War
II armored vehicles and artifacts.
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ABOUT THIS TOUR:
Day 14- June 11 - The Bulge
The 16-mile perimeter around Bastogne is our
focus today. We visit the most important sites
associated with the siege and the epic counteroffensive. From Noville, where elements of the
101st first encountered the Germans, we travel
around the perimeter to see the surviving
foxholes around the town of Foy, the site of
the Christmas Day attack that almost broke
the perimeter, and Assenois where George
S. Patton’s Third Army broke the siege lines.
We then follow the American counterattack
from Bastogne, finishing up at Houffalize, the
final objective of the 101st during the January
counter-offensive.

Day 15- June 12 - Frankfurt
Before heading out for the airport we will
have an opportunity to visit some of the
sites associated with the four-day battle for
Frankfurt in March 1945. Overshadowed
by the famous Rhine Crossing at Remagen,
the battle for the Bridge at Frankfurt was an
equally important achievement. The centrally
located bridge secured by the 5th Infantry
Division and 6th Armored Division gave U.S.
forces a much larger base from which to carry
out further operations. We see the site of the
famous bridge over the Rhine taken at great
cost as well as the scene of some of the fiercest
house-to-house fighting of the war.

CHURCHILL’S LONDON TO
THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
MAY 29 - JUNE 12, 2019
$7,750 PER PERSON,
*BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
$1,600 SINGLE OCCUPANCY
SUPPLEMENT IF ROOMING ALONE
$300 PER PERSON DEPOSIT
TO SECURE YOUR SEAT
Tour Includes:
• Itinerary designed by Dr. Stephen E.
Ambrose
• Full-time historian, Chis Anderson, and
a tour manager
• Educational road book full of maps and
historical information
• Three- and four-star accommodations
• Rooms with private bath or shower,
hotel taxes, porterage and service charges
• Touring by private, first-class, airconditioned motorcoach
• Breakfast daily, most dinners and some
lunches
• Channel crossing to Normandy via ferry
• All entrance fees to museums and
attractions

Day 16- June 13 - Home
Morning dropoff at Frankfurt airport, or
continuation if taking one of our post-tours.
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY TOURS
WILL OFFER 3 OPTIONAL POST-TOURS.

1
BERCHTESGADEN

$1,550 per person based on double occupancy.
$350 single supplement.

2
NUREMBERG &
BERCHTESGADEN

$1,550 per person based on double occupancy.
$350 single supplement.
Night 1- Nuremberg
Nights 2 & 3- Munich

3
BERLIN

$2,050 per person based on double occupancy.
$450 single supplement.
Night 1 - Weimar
Nights 2 -4 - Berlin
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY, OPTIONAL POST TOUR TO

BERCHTESGADEN
1
Post Tour Day 1 - Berchtesgaden
We continue our journey toward the Bavarian
Alps. We will visit Dachau, site of some of the
most nefarious acts against humankind during
the war, as we travel south through Bavaria. In
total, over 200,000 prisoners from more than
30 countries were housed in Dachau: notably
Jews, resistance fighters, clergymen, politicians,
communists, writers, artists and royalty. The
second camp liberated by British or American
forces, Dachau was one of the first places where
the west was exposed to Nazi brutality.
Post Tour Day 2 - Berchtesgaden
The morning begins with a tour of
Berchtesgaden and Obersalzberg where we will
visit the Eagle’s Nest and the remains of the vast
Nazi Party complex liberated by the Allies in
May 1945. The Eagle’s Nest was built as a 50th
birthday present to Hitler from the Nazi party.
Perched at 6,017 feet, the complex and the road
network leading to it were considered feats of
engineering genius as they were completed in
only 13 months time in 1937-38. Dinner on
your own.
Post Tour Day 3 - Munich
Checking out of the Berchtesgaden-area hotel,
we depart for our final tour night in Munich.
After a city tour, guests have free time until the
farewell dinner.
Day 4 - Flights Home
Early morning dropoff at Munich airport (MUC).

OPTIONAL POST TOUR:

BERCHTESGADEN
$1,550 per person based on double occupancy.
$350 single supplement
Optional Post Tour Includes:
• Full-time historian and logistical escort
• Three nights in four-star hotel
• Rooms with private bath or shower, hotel
taxes, porterage and service charges
• Touring by first-class, air-conditioned
motorcoach
• Breakfast daily and two dinners
• All entrance fees to museums and attractions
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2 NUREMBERG &

BERCHTESGADEN

Day 1 – Nuremberg
We continue our journey toward the Bavarian
Alps, stopping first in the historic city of
Nuremberg, where Hitler staged his infamous
Nazi rallies and the International Tribunal
conducted the Nuremberg Trials. After lunch
in the picturesque market center dominated by
the Frauenkirche, we will tour the Nazi Party
Rally Grounds and visit the Nuremberg Trials
Courtroom 600.

Day 2 – Munich
We continue south through Bavaria toward
Munich, first stopping to visit Dachau, site
of some of the most nefarious acts against
humankind during the war. In total, over
200,000 prisoners from more than 30 countries
were confined in Dachau: notably Jews,
resistance fighters, clergymen, politicians,
communists, writers, artists and royalty. The
second camp liberated by Anglo-American
forces, Dachau was one of the first places
where the West was exposed to Nazi brutality.
After lunch in a traditional Munich restaurant,
we’ll enjoy a city tour of Munich before
checking-into a hotel in the heart of Munich,
our base for our final two days.
Day 3 – Munich
The day includes a city tour of Berchtesgaden
and Obersalzberg where we will visit the
Eagle’s Nest and the remains of the vast
Nazi Party complex liberated by the Allies in
May 1945. Eagle’s Nest was built as a 50th
birthday present to Hitler from the Nazi Party.
Perched at 6017 feet, the complex and road

network leading to it were considered feats of
engineering genius as they were completed in
only 13 months in 1937-1938. For our final
night, we will reflect on our journey and enjoy
the camaraderie of a farewell dinner.
Day 4 – Flights Home
Morning transfer to Munich Airport (MUC).

OPTIONAL POST TOUR:

NUREMBERG &
BERCHTESGADEN

$1,550 per person based on double occupancy.
$350 single supplement
Optional Post Tour Includes:
• Full-time historian and logistical escort
• Three nights in four-star hotel
• Rooms with private bath or shower, hotel
taxes, porterage and service charges
• Touring by first-class, air-conditioned
motorcoach
• Breakfast daily and two dinners
• All entrance fees to museums and attractions
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY, OPTIONAL POST TOUR TO

BERLIN

Day 1 - Weimar
We continue our journey eastward, stopping
in Weimar in the heart of the Reich. Best
remembered today as the center of the interwar Weimar Republic and home of some of
Germany’s greatest philosophers, musicians
and writers. Adolf Hitler visited this Thuringian
city no fewer than 35 times and one of Nazi
Germany’s most infamous concentration camps
stood in the city.
Our first stop will be Buchenwald Concentration
Camp. It was from this place that SS members
decided which prisoners were able to work as
slave laborers in factories like Nordhausen and
those deemed “unsuitable” for further labor in
support of the Reich’s war effort and shipped to
death camps in Poland.

Day 2 - Weimar to Berlin
On April 25, 1945, the worst fears of the Nazi
leaders came true when Russian and American
forces met at the Elbe River, in the town of
Torgau. Following the linkup of the two great
Allied powers everyone knew that the end could
only be days away. We will visit the spot where
the historic liaison occurred on our way to
Berlin.
Here were many installations that served as the
center for the German Army’s military justice
system. Later they were meeting sites for Russian
and American military leaders on the strategy for
ending the war in Germany.

Following our visit to the camp we will see sites
directly related to the Third Reich: the hotel
at which Hitler stayed on each of his visits,
Gestapo headquarters, and other government
buildings designed by Nazi architects and built
by Buchenwald’s slave laborers.
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Day 3 - Berlin and the Nazi State
The focus of this day will be on the Nazi
seizure of power and the workings of Adolf
Hitler and his government. We will begin at
the Brandenburg gate, the site of the 1933
parade announcing the Nazi assumption of
power. Our tour of the city will stop at the
former SS and Gestapo headquarters-with its
Topography of Terror exhibit— the memorial
to Germany’s war dead; Opera House and Royal
Library; Italian and Japanese embassies; one
of the massive air raid shelters built to protect
the city’s citizens and the Wehrmacht High
Command building at 1 Bendlerstrasse where
Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg and other
July 20 “plotters” were killed after the failed
attempt to assassinate the Führer. After lunch
we see Herman Göring’s Luftwaffe Air Ministry
building, which miraculously survived Allied
bombing, the Prussian Court of Appeals where
the Nazi “People’s Court” convened to try
others suspected of opposition to Hitler and
the Plotsenzee Prison where the guilty were
executed. We will stay in Berlin.
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Day 4 - The Reich in Ruins
Our second day in the German capital will focus
on the climactic battle for control of the city. We
will start at the Brandenburg Gate, this time to
discuss the arrival of the Red Army. A short stop
to the Soviet memorial nearby follows a visit to
the Reichstag, where graffiti left by victorious
Red Army soldiers is still visible. Then we will
study the battles in and around Charlottenberg
and the Tiergarten in detail. After a lunch
break near “Checkpoint Charlie” we proceed
to the city center to the site of Adolf Hitler’s
Chancellery and the underground bunker
where one of history’s most evil men finally
met his end. Our day will conclude with a stop
at Karlshorst. In May 1945, the Soviets took
over the Whehrmacht engineering school and
used it as headquarters and the location for
Germany’s final surrender. It is now a museum
and the group will have a chance to tour the
many exhibits as well as the room where the
capitulation was signed.
Day 4 - Homeward Bound
Morning transfer to the Tegel International
Airport in Berlin.
OPTIONAL POST TOUR:

BERLIN

$2,050 per person based on double occupancy.
$450 single supplement
Optional Post Tour Includes:
• Full-time historian and tour manager
• Three nights in four-star hotel
• Rooms with private bath or shower, hotel
taxes, porterage and service charges
• Touring by first-class, air-conditioned
motorcoach
• Breakfast daily and some dinners
• All entrance fees to museums and
attractions
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