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As the days wore by the people in and around Vicksburg— citizens and soldiers alike—
settled into a grim determination to weather whichever storm was coming their way. 
In the city, the shelling continued day and night, while the residents hunkered down in 
their caves or cellars. During Farragut’s shelling the previous summer, people had built 
their caves facing east, away from the river, where the mortar boats were. But now, 
with Grant to the east, they were catching it from both directions. One aspect of the 
siege was the sheer relentlessness and volume of the carnage. Between the big motor 
shells from the river and the rifle and cannon fire from Grant’s lines there seemed to be 
no peace, only a brief slackening from time to time. It was calculated that, depending 
on the mood of the Yankees, from five hundred to five thousand artillery shells of every 
description landed in Vicksburg each day. Residents described a constant rain of metal 
in various ways: it remained some of hail, others of great handfuls of rocks being 
showered upon them; still others though the shrapnel sounded like the rattle of marbles 
flung down on metal roof. Mary Loughborough wrote in her diary, “I could have sent 
out at any time, near the entrance of our cave, and had a bucketful of balls from 
shrapnel and the Minie rifle, picked up in the shortest possible time.”

— From Vicksburg 1863
    by Winston Groom

“

”
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Tour 
The Civil War Tour: Mississippi River 

Campaign tour is led by our Director, Mark 

Bielski, who personally designed this tour and 

did his doctoral research on the Civil War at 

the University of Birmingham, England. This 

Civil War Tour visits the sites and battlefields 

fought along the Mississippi River, including 

Memphis, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Port Hudson and 

New Orleans, in a trip designed to reconstruct 

the struggle for the river and the key transport 

routes of the Confederacy.

The Mississippi River was the major interstate 

highway of the nineteenth century America. 

It was also the strategic focal point of the 

Civil War. Whoever held the great river would 

control the continent. Without it, neither side 

could supply itself, so both the Confederates 

and the Federals made it a key aspect of overall 

strategy. The railroads through Tennessee were 

the other link the eastern Confederacy had to 

its western bread basket, so both sides fought 

bitterly for control of Tennessee, the northern 

gateway to the Confederacy.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Full time historian and tour manager

• 8 nights in fine local hotels including 
taxes, porterage (when available) and 
service charges

• Touring by first class air-conditioned 
motor coach

• All breakfasts, most dinners

• All entrance fees to museums and 
attractions

• Price does not include airfare.

• Extra nights before or after the tour are 
available.

Recommended Reading
Battle Cry of FreedomBattle Cry of Freedom – James M. 
McPherson

Vicksburg 1863Vicksburg 1863 – Winston Groom

The Civil War: A NarrativeThe Civil War: A Narrative – Shelby Foote 
(three volumes)

Activity Level
As with all of our tours, we prefer to spend our 

time on the battlefields. There will be some 

museum stops, but please be prepared to walk 

in fields and dirt roads. There is also a half-day 

walking tour of the French Quarter.

Mississippi River—
Key to the Confederacy
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Day 1   Memphis
Book your flight to arrive in Memphis for an 

evening meet-up. The group will meet in the 

hotel lobby for a reception and an overview 

of the tour before dinner. 

Day 2   Corinth
We will start with a brief visit to a site on the 

Mississippi River at the former Confederate former Confederate 

ParkPark, now Memphis ParkMemphis Park. A naval battle 

fought here on June 6, 1862, resulted in a 

crushing defeat for the Confederates. Shiloh Shiloh 

National Military ParkNational Military Park is the next stop. One 

of the most beautifully preserved Civil War 

battlefields, it still echoes the two day bloody 

battle that finally ended with a Confederate 

withdrawal from the field. Following our 

extensive battlefield tour, we will overnight in 

Corinth, Mississippi. 

Day 3   Tupelo
In the spring of 1862, Union General 

Ulysses S. Grant’s original objective was the 

vital rail link at Corinth, MississippiCorinth, Mississippi. The 

railroads that crossed at Corinth connected 

the Confederacy from the Gulf of Mexico to 

Kentucky and from the Mississippi River to 

the Atlantic states. 

We begin with a tour of historic Corinth 

where we can view the antebellum homes 

that quartered generals from both sides. We 

will continue to the Civil War Interpretive Civil War Interpretive 

CenterCenter, Crossroads MuseumCrossroads Museum and Corinth Corinth 

Contraband campContraband camp.

In the afternoon we will drive to Brice’s Brice’s 

CrossroadsCrossroads, the site of a clash between 

Confederate troops under General Nathan 

Bedford Forrest and Union Calvary under 

General Samuel D. Sturgis. Though 

outnumbered more than 2-1, Forrest craftily 

routed the Union forces. 
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Day 4   Vicksburg
We will drive to Vicksburg to study the battle 

for control of the Mississippi River — the key 

to the Confederacy. 

We will start the study at the remote landing 

site in BruinsburgBruinsburg, the very path that Union 

General U.S. Grant and his troops followed 

after the key amphibious river crossing in 

April 1862. Two hundred yards from the spot 

of Grant’s landing, the group will stop to view 

Windsor RuinsWindsor Ruins, the magnificent remains of 

an old plantation home General Grant passed 

as he sought out Confederate forces. We then 

visit the battlefield at Port GibsonPort Gibson, a site ten 

miles from Grant’s crossing and the initial 

engagement of the Vicksburg Campaign. 
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Day 5   Vicksburg
Vicksburg National Military ParkVicksburg National Military Park is still the 

vast, hallowed ground where the maneuvering 

and struggle for control of the Mississippi 

took place. Our tour dedicates a day to this 

landmark campaign. We will explore the park 

and study the battle, as well as the evidence 

of the grueling siege at this Confederate 

stronghold. We will finish the day with a visit 

to the old Courthouse MuseumCourthouse Museum in Vicksburg. 

Day 6   Natchez
We proceed south to the city of NatchezNatchez, 

traveling some of the way on the Natchez Natchez 

TraceTrace. The Trace was the primary wilderness 

road of what was then the Old Southwest 

and today it is a scenic parkway. It provides a 

glimpse into the past and was the connecting 

route north from Natchez to Nashville. 

We begin with a city-tour of Natchez, not 

damaged by the war, it is one of the most 

well preserved cities of the Old South. We will 

also visit Longwood PlantationLongwood Plantation, an excellent 

example of an antebellum era home. We spend 

the night in Natchez. 

Day 7   New Orleans
We drive down river to Port HudsonPort Hudson, Louisiana, 

the Confederate stronghold on the Mississippi. 

In 1863 Port Hudson was site of a 48 day siege, 

the longest in American history. The bluffs 

at Port Hudson were the first high ground 

upstream from Baton Rouge. The Confederates 

constructed a line of earthworks and positioned 

river batteries to defend the river at this point. 

Port Hudson was just down river from the 

mouth of the Red River, the artery for supplies 

from Texas to the rest of the Confederacy. Both 

sides fought bitterly for this strategic jewel. 
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We will continue south to the great city of  New 

Orleans. We will view the grand neighborhoods of 

Uptown New Orleans, the Garden District and the 

home where President Jefferson Davis died.  

 

Day 8   New Orleans
We will start our day with a short walking tour in 

the world famous French Quarter, one of the best-

preserved neighborhoods in the country. The rest of 

the day you may enjoy to relax, shop and explore 

the superb restaurants and unique cuisines of New 

Orleans. The Civil War Museum and the National 

WWII Museum are directly across the street from one 

another and just a short streetcar ride from the hotel. 

Day 9   Flights Home
The tour concludes with checkout from the New 

Orleans hotel.

CIVIL WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER TOUR INCLUDES

• Full time historian and tour 
manager

• 8 nights in fine local hotels 
including taxes, porterage (when 
available) and service charges

• Touring by first class air-
conditioned motor coach

• All breakfasts, most dinners

• All entrance fees to museums 
and attractions

• Price does not include airfare.

• Extra nights before or after the 
tour are available.



 www.stephenambrosetours.com

8   |   Mississippi River— Key to the Confederacy

200701

Check out our other Civil War tours!

Explores the Eastern Theatre of the Eastern Theatre of the 
American Civil WarAmerican Civil War. This eight night tour 
is roundtrip out of Dulles Airport Dulles Airport area. 

We start with a study of Manassas Manassas (Bull Bull 
RunRun). Here we visit the 1st and 2nd 1st and 2nd 
ManassasManassas NationalNational BattlefieldsBattlefields, and 
Brawner FarmBrawner Farm.. We visit Harpers FerryHarpers Ferry 
and the Antietam National BattlefieldAntietam National Battlefield.

Next in GettysburgGettysburg. During this time, 
we walk Pickett’s ChargePickett’s Charge; study the 
battlefields ofbattlefields of FredericksburgFredericksburg and 
ChancellorsvilleChancellorsville; and tour David Wills David Wills 
HouseHouse, Chatham ManorChatham Manor, Shriver House Shriver House 
MuseumMuseum, and GettysburgGettysburg NationalNational ParkPark.

Our final three nights are in and around 
VirginiaVirginia CrossingsCrossings. Site visits include 
JEB Stuart Memorial EB Stuart Memorial at YellowfinsYellowfins 
TavernTavern, PetersburgPetersburg, 1864 Battlefield1864 Battlefield, 
Fort StedmanFort Stedman, Crater BattlefieldCrater Battlefield, PamplinPamplin 
ParkPark, National Museum of the Civil National Museum of the Civil 
War SoldierWar Soldier, Sailors Creek BattlefieldSailors Creek Battlefield, 
American Civil War MuseumAmerican Civil War Museum, Appomattox Appomattox 
Court HouseCourt House, and McLean HouseMcLean House.  

Site visits during the optional three night 
pre-tour include: StrasburgStrasburg, Virginia Military Virginia Military 
InstituteInstitute, tomb of Robert E. Leetomb of Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Stonewall 
Jackson’s graveJackson’s grave, and sites related to the 
Battles of Cross KeysBattles of Cross Keys, Port RepublicPort Republic, 3rd3rd 
WinchesterWinchester, and CedarCedar CreekCreek. 

Eight-night tour exploring the over 200 miles of 
railroads that were crucial supply lines during the 
American Civil War. It starts in AtlantaAtlanta and ends in 
NashvilleNashville.

Our first two nights are in MariettaMarietta outside of 
Atlanta. During this part, we visit KennesawKennesaw 
MountainMountain NMP Visitors CenterNMP Visitors Center, Cheatham HillCheatham Hill 
and Illinois MemorialsIllinois Memorials, and the Southern Museum Southern Museum 
of Civil War and Locomotive Historyof Civil War and Locomotive History. Next we 
continue to the charming city of ChattanoogaChattanooga (three nights). 
Our visits include Allatoona PassAllatoona Pass, KingstonKingston, Ringgold Ringgold 
GapGap, National Cemetery,National Cemetery, Chickamauga NMP MuseumChickamauga NMP Museum, 
Rosecrans HQRosecrans HQ, Reed’s BridgeReed’s Bridge, key sites to the Battle of Battle of 
ChickamaugaChickamauga and the Chattanooga CampaignChattanooga Campaign.

We spend the final three nights in BrentwoodBrentwood, outside 
of Nashville. Our site visits include Slaughter PenSlaughter Pen, 
Round Forest Visitor’s CenterRound Forest Visitor’s Center, Murfree HouseMurfree House, Fortress Fortress 
RosecransRosecrans, Franklin battlefieldFranklin battlefield, Carnton PlantationCarnton Plantation, LotzLotz 
and CarterCarter HousesHouses, Gen. Hood’s HQGen. Hood’s HQ, sites related to the 
Battle of NashvilleBattle of Nashville, Traveller’s RestTraveller’s Rest, and Peach OrchardPeach Orchard.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER CAMPAIGN: WESTERN THEATRE

WHY GO: The Mississippi River was the major interstate highway of nineteenth cen-
tury America. It was also the strategic focal point of the Civil War because whoever 
controlled the great river would control the continent. Our Director, Dr. Mark Bielski, 
personally designed this tour to cover the key battles as well as the strategies and tactics 
on both sides while absorbing the culture of the Deep South.  

WHERE YOU GO: We visit the sites and battlefields where the 
North and South fought for control of the Mississippi River, includ-
ing Memphis, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Port Hudson and New Orleans. Our 
journey lets you relive the struggle for America’s greatest waterway 
and the key transport routes of the Confederacy. 

WHAT’S SPECIAL: Our historians have the ability to relate history 
in an engaging way. You will also have the pleasure of sampling some 
of the unique culture and best regional cuisine the South has to offer.

THIS HALLOWED GROUND: EASTERN THEATRE

WHY GO: This tour gives you a panorama of the major 
events that began and ended the Civil War. We study the 
military campaigns and strategy and delve into the causes 
as well as the people who were willing to sacrifice their lives 
and property for their country, whether north or south. You 
will learn from, and be inspired by, the skill, the courage, and 
the endurance displayed by the generation that brought us 
through the Civil War.

WHERE YOU GO: We retrace the battles, starting with First Manassas, culminating 
with Gettysburg and breathing the air of finality at Appomattox. Along the way, we stop 
in Harpers Ferry, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Petersburg. On the 
optional “Stonewall Jackson and Shenandoah Valley” pre-tour, which covers Jackson’s 
Valley Campaign, we travel through a beautiful part of Virginia.

WHAT’S SPECIAL: Our acclaimed Civil War historians cover every important as-
pect and viewpoint from both sides in the war. The special attention they devote to the 
key characters as we retrace the battles enhances your experience. 

“This is to thank you and 
 your team for a great   
 holiday discovering the   
 complexities of the Civil   
 War and of the South.” 

 JACK AND NANCY

“Where do I begin? I just   
 got back from This  
 Hallowed Ground Civil   
 War Tour. It was not just  
 great, it was fantastic!” 

 SANDY COLVIN
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WAR ON THE RIVERS, RAILS AND MOUNTAINS

WHY GO: This Civil War tour, exclusive to Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours, provides an 
overview of the battles and campaigns that raged on the rivers and ridges from Atlanta to 
Chattanooga to Nashville. On this adventure we study the military campaigns and strategy 
of both sides, while delving into the minds of the leaders and men who were willing to sac-
rifice their lives and property for their country.

WHERE YOU GO: As we travel from Atlanta to Nash-
ville, we cover the battles at Chattanooga, Chickamauga, 
Lookout Mountain, Stone’s River/Murfreesboro, Frank-
lin, Allatoona Pass, Peach Tree Creek, Resaca, Dalton 
and Ringgold Gap.
  
WHAT’S SPECIAL: Historian Parker Hills, one of 
the leading Civil War historians in the states, details  
the movements of the armies at each stop. His maps 
make it clear what happened as you view the landscape 
and battlefields.

“I loved everything about this   
 tour – perhaps a highlight for me  
 was being at the top of Lookout 
 Mountain on a misty morning 
 imagining how it would have 
 been with the two armies clashing  
 at the ‘Battle above the Clouds’.” 

 CHRISTINE STRACHAN

REVOLUTIONARY WAR: BOSTON TO QUEBEC

WHY GO: For the first two and half years of the Revolutionary War, the rugged country 
between Boston and Quebec witnessed a dozen battles, including some of the bloodi-
est engagements of the Revolution. Our tour explores the origins of the conflict and the 
key players in that drama—Patriots, Loyalists, Redcoats and Indigenous Peoples. You 
walk battlefields where ragtag rebel forces clashed with one of the most feared armies 
in the world. You meet the famous, the infamous, and the villainous figures who played 
out the dramatic struggle to forge a new nation.

WHERE YOU GO: We explore the origins of the War for Independence and the bat-
tles that raged across the northern theater, traveling to Lexington and Concord, Saratoga, 
Fort Ticonderoga, Lake Champlain, and the Plains of Abraham in Quebec.
  
WHAT’S SPECIAL: 38 historic sites, 11 battlefields, 5 forts, 4 special access experi-
ences, 2 historic hotels, 2 countries, 1 amazing trip!

AMERICAN HISTORY TOURSCIVIL WAR TOURS
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Civil War on the 
Rivers, Rails and Mountains

This Hallowed Ground


