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DRIVE TO VICTORY
 IN EUROPE

EXPLORE DATES & PRICES AT STEPHENAMBROSETOURS.COM OR CALL 504-821-9283
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Early in the battle, on December 22, I issued one of the few “Orders of 
the Day” I wrote during the war. In it I said:

By rushing our from his fixed defenses the enemy may give us the 
chance to turn his great gamble into his worst defeat. So I call upon every 
man, of all the Allies, to rise now to new heights of courage, of resolution 
and of effort. Let everyone hold before him a single thought—to destroy 
the enemy on the ground, in the air, everywhere— destroy him! United in 
this determination and with unshakable faith in the cause for which we 
fight, we will, with God’s help, go forward to our greatest victory.

— From Crusade in Europe
    by Dwight D. Eisenhower

“

”
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Tour 
Our WWII: Drive to Victory in Europe Tour 

is the second half of our outstanding D-Day 

to the Rhine Tour. The first half, Operation 

Overlord, covers the planning and execution 

of the D-Day invasion. The second half, 

Drive to Victory, focuses on the Allied march 

through Europe, and the defeat of Nazi 

Germany. This is an ideal tour for people 

who have traveled with us on our Operation 

Overlord Tour, and for those who have already 

experienced Normandy or are interested in 

Operation Market Garden and the Battle of the 

Bulge.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Operation Market Garden in Holland: 

Explore the site of the famous bridge over 
the Rhine, the Bridge of Nijmegen, that 
was the objective of Operation Market 
Garden.

• Bastogne and the Battle of the Bulge 
in Belgium and Luxembourg: Study the 
history of the epic eight-day stand against 
the Germans in December 1944. 

• Nuremberg: See where Hitler staged 
his infamous Nazi rallies and the 
International Tribunal conducted the 
Nuremberg Trials

• Hitler’s Alpine Retreat: Proceed to 
the war’s end and final victory at 
Berchtesgaden and experience the 
breathtaking views at Eagle’s Nest.

Activity Level
As with all of our tours, we prefer to spend our 

time on the battlefields. There will be some 

museum stops, but please be prepared to walk 

on cobblestone streets, fields, forests and stairs.

Drive to Victory 
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Start this tour in either 
Paris, France, or 
Brussels, Belgium.
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Brussels - Meet the tour bus driver in hotel 

lobby before picking up the incoming group 

at train station.

Once all guests are together, we will begin 

our study of Operation Market GardenOperation Market Garden, the 

early attempt by the Allied forces to strike 

directly for Berlin. Control of the bridges 

at EindhovenEindhoven, NijmegenNijmegen and ArnhemArnhem was 

essential for the push into Germany. We drive 

“Hell’s Highway”“Hell’s Highway” where the 101st and 82nd 101st and 82nd 

AirborneAirborne broke through to connect with the 

British in Arnhem. We visit Nijmegen to see 

the daring crossing of the Waal RiverWaal River by the 

82nd Airborne. From there we proceed to 

Arnhem where again we cross the “Bridge Too “Bridge Too 

Far.”Far.”

Our historian will recount the desperate 

three days that the British 1st Airborne under 

General John Frost held it. Afterwards, we 

finish at the Airborne Museum at OosterbeekAirborne Museum at Oosterbeek.

DAY 1   Fly to Paris or Brussels
Guest have a choice to start in ParisParis or in 

BrusselsBrussels. Day 1 is the day that guests must fly 

independently to either city on an overnight 

flight landing on Day 2.

DAY 2   Arrive in Paris or Brussels
Paris- Guests land in Paris.There are no tour 

activities planned, however your room in 

Paris’ city center will be secured. Enjoy an 

evening on your own.

Brussels- Guests land in Brussels. There are no 

tour activities planed, however your room at a 

hotel near the Brussels-Midi train station will 

be secured; there is no airport transfer. Enjoy 

an evening on your own.

DAY 3   Brussels to Arnhem
Paris - Meet the tour group for an early 

morning shuttle ride to the Paris train station. 

Take the fast train to Brussels for your first full 

day of touring.
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DAY 4   The Ardennes
This is where Hitler put everything he had 

into his only counter-attack. On December 

16, 1944, Lt. Lyle Bouck was one of the first 

people to see the German columns coming 

on. We’ll make our first stop in the ArdennesArdennes 

at LanzerethLanzereth, the town where Bouck and a 

platoon of 19 men held off a full strength 

German SS Battalion under the infamous 

Joachim PeiperJoachim Peiper for an entire day. We’ll visit 

the American positions and hear their story, a 

breathtaking tale of heroism.

On December 17, 1944, the second day 

of the offensive, the Germans had several 

breakthroughs and many Americans 

surrendered near the town of MalmedyMalmedy. 

Outside the town, Peiper’s SS lined up about 

150 GIs and fired at them point blank. Less 

than half escaped alive. We will view the site 

of the massacre and the American Memorial American Memorial 

at Malmedyat Malmedy. From there, we have a scenic 

drive through the Ardennes MountainsArdennes Mountains to our 

evening lodging.

DAY 5   Luxembourg
We’ll drive to BastogneBastogne where the Americans 

rallied and stopped the German attack. Here 

we’ll view the route of the initial American 

retreat and the place where the 101st 

Airborne and elements of the 10th Armored10th Armored 

held off 15 German divisions for six days. 

Our group will visit key sites in and around 

this historic crossroads town. We’ll also go 

to General McAuliffe’s HQGeneral McAuliffe’s HQ where he replied 

to German surrender demands with one 

word: “NUTS.”“NUTS.” After our visit, it’s a short 

ride to LuxembourgLuxembourg. This afternoon affords 

some relaxing free time in the center of this 

bustling but charming old world city.
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DAY 6   Frankfurt
We drive to nearby HammHamm and the American American 

cemeterycemetery and the site of General George General George 

Patton’s gravePatton’s grave. America’s foremost WWII field 

general rests here among his men.

We’ll drive to the Siegfried LineSiegfried Line to see 

remnants of the German communication German communication 

trenchestrenches, pillboxespillboxes and dragon’s teethdragon’s teeth that 

American GI’s fought so hard to take in late 

1944. This evening we gather for a farewell 

dinner and discussion after an enriching 

campaign into history

DAY 7   Nuremberg
We continue our journey toward the Bavarian Bavarian 

AlpsAlps, stopping first in the historic city of 

NurembergNuremberg, where Hitler staged his infamous 

Nazi ralliesNazi rallies and the International TribunalInternational Tribunal 

conducted the Nuremberg TrialsNuremberg Trials. After lunch 

in the picturesque market center dominated by 

the FrauenkircheFrauenkirche, we will tour the NaziNazi Party Party 

Rally GroundsRally Grounds and visit the Nuremberg Trials Nuremberg Trials 

Courtroom 600Courtroom 600.

DAY 8   Munich
We continue south through BavariaBavaria toward 

MunichMunich, first stopping to visit DachauDachau, site 

of some of the most nefarious acts against 

humankind during the war. In total, over 

200,000 prisoners from more than 30 countries 

were confined in Dachau: notably Jews, 

resistance fighters, clergymen, politicians, 

communists, writers, artists and royalty. The 

second camp liberated by Anglo-American 

forces, Dachau was one of the first places 

where the West was exposed to Nazi brutality. 

After lunch in a traditional MunichMunich restaurant, 

we’ll enjoy a city tour of Munich before 

checking-into a hotel in the heart of Munich, 

our base for our final two days.
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DAY 9   Munich
The day includes a city tour of BerchtesgadenBerchtesgaden 

and ObersalzbergObersalzberg where we will visit the 

Eagle’s NestEagle’s Nest and the remains of the vast 

Nazi Party complex liberated by the Allies in 

May 1945. Eagle’s Nest was built as a 50th 

birthday present to Hitler from the Nazi Party. 

Perched at 6017 feet, the complex and road 

network leading to it were considered feats of 

engineering genius as they were completed in 

only 13 months in 1937-1938. For our final 

night, we will reflect on our journey and enjoy 

the camaraderie of a farewell dinner.

DAY 10   Flights Home
Morning transfer to Munich Airport (MUC).

DRIVE TO VICTORY IN EUROPE 
TOUR INCLUDES
• Itinerary designed by Dr. Stephen E. 

Ambrose
• Full time historian and tour manager
• 3 or 4 star hotels
• Rooms with private bath or shower, hotel 

taxes, porterage (where available) and 
service charges

• Touring by private first class air-
conditioned motor coach

• All breakfasts, some lunches, most 
dinners

• Channel crossing to Normandy via ferry
• All entrance fees to museums and 

attractions
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200725

Before Market Garden and the Battle of the Bulge, there was

Operation OverlordOperation Overlord tour explores the planning 

and execution of the D-Day invasionD-Day invasion over 

seven nights in EnglandEngland and FranceFrance. This tour 

is the first half of the D-Day to the Rhine tour.

The tour starts in LondonLondon, where we visit 

WWII sites: Churchill War RoomsChurchill War Rooms, Imperial Imperial 

War MuseumWar Museum, and several small memorials and 

points-of-interest on a city tour city tour with a London 

Blue Badger.

On the way to our overnight in PortsmouthPortsmouth, 

we visit Bletchley ParkBletchley Park where Alan TuringAlan Turing 

and his team broke the Nazi’s Enigma codeNazi’s Enigma code, 

as well as Southwick HouseSouthwick House, the Allied Naval Allied Naval 

headquartersheadquarters where EisenhowerEisenhower made the 

decision to launch the Allied invasion of 

Normandy on June 6, 1944.

The following morning we take a ferry across 

the English ChannelEnglish Channel for three nights in 

NormandyNormandy. Here we visit all of the American 

highlights: UtahUtah and Omaha BeachesOmaha Beaches, 

American CemeteryAmerican Cemetery, Pegasus BridgePegasus Bridge, Ste-Mere-Ste-Mere-

ÉgliseÉglise, Point du HocPoint du Hoc, Brécourt ManorBrécourt Manor, Longues-Longues-

sur-Mer batterysur-Mer battery, Deadman’s CornerDeadman’s Corner, CarentanCarentan, 

and much more. 

Departing Normandy, we spend our final night 

in ParisParis. There are no pre-scheduled site visits 

in Paris, so guest are free to enjoy the City of 

Lights on-your-own.

OPERATION OVERLORD


